
From: Vickie Jo Sowell  
Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Nick Orton 
Cc: Chadrick Smalley <csmalley@emeryville.org>; archana horsting ; Scott
Donahue ; Christine Daniel <cdaniel@emeryville.org>; Ally
Medina ; Dianne Martinez <dmartinez@emeryville.org>; John J. Bauters
<jbauters@emeryville.org>
Subject: RE: [External] My unanswered questions about the art center

Hi Nick,

I’m looking forward to talking about this project.   I have a lot more unanswered questions .

What’s the idea with this “jewel box”?  How will people get in, who gallery sits it?

What kind of Artists would be allowed in the studios. Jewelers with bottled gas flames?
Artists present all kinds of problems as neighbors.  Oil painters with linseed oil  and turpentine,
power drills, framing saws,  sewing machines, etc.    Are there some ideas about noise control? What
does the studio management?   Have you looked at a studio to rent business plan?

Where is a performance area suitable for video artists, or lecturers, dancers?   There should be at
least ways to accommodate sound systems, video projectors, lighting.

Something that really concerns me is whether there is any clear vision for the gallery space and
performance area in terms of both facilities and management.  I keep thinking about the people who
will be in these spaces, whether they be staff, volunteer gallery sitters or docents.  The director
office should be by the Gallery, I feel.

Just providing a large empty space is a long way from a really useful cooperative work area.   Have
you looked at examples of artist co-working facilities?

What are all the extra offices for?   Is this really just an annex for city hall?






